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TOWNSHIP OF LINCOLN
CLARE COUNTY P.O. BOX 239

LAKE GEORGE, MI. 48633

Supervisor Zimmerman
Clerk Majewski
Treasurer Carey
Trustee Hardin
Trustee Tobin

Lincoln Township Planning Commission

Regular Meeting - Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at 7:01

Roll Call:
Present - Chair Hamilton, Vice Chair Bridges, Liaison Tobin, Secretary

Szczepanski, Recording Secretary House, Zoning Administrator
Lambert, Building Inspector Mantei

Absent - 0
Public - 7

Approval of Minutes:
Regular Meeting, June 15, 2010 - It was moved by Hamilton and seconded
by Tobin to accept the minutes as corrected. Motion Passed.

Zoning Administrator’s Report:
(See Attachment 1) The Grim sawmill was built in 1985 under an older
ordinance that allowed for “use by right”. It has not been abandoned in the
last 10 years so the Township cannot restrict the use. Neighbors were told to
contact the Sheriff if the noise continues to bother them. Mr. Sexton was
told to tear down his greenhouse but intends to seek a special use permit.
The blight concern for the Morgan property will go to court. No word has
come in on the Taylor litigation. Mr. Hoberek has submitted a special use
application for the former Silver Lake Party Store for consideration by the
Planning Commission and Lambert asked that the issue be put on the August
agenda.
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Building Inspector’s Report:
(See Attachment 2) Mantei has been following up on two year old final
inspections that were not done.

Correspondence:
1. A letter was received from Catherine M. Conger, Deborah

Bagazinski, and Cecilia Bagazinski of White Birch in support of utility
buildings on properties without a primary residence.

2. A letter was received from Todd and Rhoda Johnson of White Birch in
support of utility buildings on properties without a primary residence.

Old Business:
1. Land Division - It was moved by Szczepanski and seconded by Hamilton

to rescind the vote on June 15, 2010 granting a land division for Mr.
O’Connor due to failure of a quorum. Motion Passed. It was moved by
Szczepanski and seconded by Hamilton to grant the land division for
Mr. O’Connor. Yes (4) No (0) Motion Passed.

2. Section 1519 and 1512 - It was moved by Bridges and seconded by
Szczepanski that the changes to Section 1519 and 1512 be approved.
Yes (4) No (0) Motion Passed.

3. Lighting Ordinance - Szczepanski led a discussion of the proposed
ordinance. Copies were distributed for discussion at the next meeting.

New Business:
1. Site condominiums on R-2 lots - The issue was brought to the attention

of the Planning Commission by Lambert. Lambert feels that the R-2
sites are not suitable for this type of structure but they are a “use by
right” site. Lambert thinks that perhaps the Planning Commission should
consider a change in township ordinances to prevent this. Hamilton felt
that a special use permit should be applied for. Bridges suggested
restricting one condo unit per property. Township Supervisor
Zimmerman asked the Planning Commission to research this issue.
Hamilton asked the board to do so and will bring the issue back at a later
meeting for discussion.

2. Lake, Dock and Boat Ordinance - Lambert is asking for clarification
of the riparian rights statement in the ordinance. Tobin suggested that
Lambert consult with Roger Carey, Lincoln Township Lake
Commissioner or Township Supervisor, Dennis Zimmerman.
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Information from other sources was shared by Lambert for possible use.
Discussion followed. Rather than add anything to the ordinance, the
commission suggested that disputes be referred to either Carey or
Zimmerman for verbal advice only.
Lambert asked that the definition and drawing he supplied be added to
the Lake, Dock and Boat Ordinance perhaps as an addendum. Reducing
the 12 foot set-back from the riparian line was suggested as well to
eliminate some problems. The state recommends an 8 foot set-back. A
defining statement is needed for the ordinance and for use by the ZBA
concerning riparian rights. Police Ordinances vs. Zoning Ordinances
were discussed in regards to an easement problem on the Lake George.
Township Supervisor Zimmerman volunteered to find an easy to
understand statement for the ordinance. Zimmerman also suggested
striking the statement, in the ordinance, that suggests that the Planning
Commission has the power to interpret this ordinance. Tabled for the next
meeting.

Public Comment:
1. Mr. Deeleuw asked for help in finding a solution to his request to put up a

utility building. Bridges felt that if Deeleuw attaches a storage building
to a residence, then there are no rules about what size the storage building
can be. Building codes would then be what applies. Lambert asked that
Chair Hamilton have the Township Attorney interpret the zoning
ordinance before having Deeleuw apply for zoning and building permits.
Township Supervisor Zimmerman felt this could be paid for in order to
satisfy Lambert’s concerns.

2. Mantei asked if overhangs are included in figuring set-backs from the
property line. Bridges said no, that the distance is measured from the
foundation to the line Lambert explained that the problem with the
property in question was that it is a non-conforming structure that had a
change in roof direction that brought the structure even closer to the
property line and caused water run-off on to the adjacent property.
Lambert suggested taking off the overhang but Mantei said they are
required to have it. The two have come to an agreement that the run
off issue has been addressed. Hamilton felt it wasn’t a Planning
Commission issue.

3. The Planning Commission was asked if they were aware of the Open
Meeting Act policies. It was brought to their attention that two people
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cannot leave the room at the same time during a meeting or come out of
another room in a group before the meeting.

4. Carey asked why the Commission does not have a 5th member. Chair
Hamilton said he didn’t know and that it isn’t his job to fill it.

5. Tobin discussed why he didn’t vote on issues at the last meeting. He read
MTA specifications for his position in which he is defined to have full
voting rights and chastened the audience about disruptive behavior
without documentation.

6. Bridges stated that in the Planning Commission Bylaws, dated
April 8, 1991, Robert’s Rules of Order apply at the Lincoln Twp.
Planning Commission meetings.

The next regular meeting will be August 17, 2010 at 7:00 pm.

Moved by Hamilton and seconded by Szczepanski to adjourn the meeting at
9:01pm. Motion Passed.

Secretary,

Gary Szczepanski
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--
MONTHLY REPORT

Of the LINCOLN TOWNSHIP
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

June 15, 2010 to July 20, 2010

Approved Zoning Applications

1. Robert Wallace, 2779 W. Lake George Dr., 24X40 accessory building
2. Phillip J. Gouin, 3785 S Finley Lake Ave., fence
3. Daniel G. Minier, 1435 Arbor Dr, 12X12 shed.
4. White Birch Lakes - Fence around camp ground
5. Joanne Woodworth.1963 Arbor Drive, 10X10 shed and elevating cabin adding 12

inches to foundation. Must contact Al or Werner prior to adding any fill.
6. Robert A Love, 221 North St., fence
7. William Cummins, 1035 Forest, 8X24 roof over patio.
8. Richard LaPalm, 1724 Bungo Tr. 8X20 roof over patio

Zoning Applications Not Approved

1. Bill Bringer, 1945 Arbor Dr 35X40 accessory building. sq ft exceeds that of
residence. Home is approx. 1000. Accessory building would be 1400.
possible variance

Ordinance Complaints

1. Scott Losey & Deanna Onstott, Met with Mr. Losey and determined it was
nothing more then a deer blind all be it a large one.

2. Randy Grim, 2364 South Finley Lake Road, sawmill noise
3. Jeffry Sexton, 591 Oakland, green house
4. James and Judy Morgan. 1470 S. Jackson Ave. Signed for a blight complaint.

Zoning Violations

1. Joann Taylor, 381 Arbor Drive, dock setback violation, referred back to the
attorney
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MONTHLY REPORT
Of the LINCOLN TOWNSHIP

BUILDING INSPECTOR

JUNE 2010

PERMITS

Pam Leonard at 1196 Forest for a repair footing $70.00
Toms Pole Bldg at 2779 W. Lake George for a pole barn $156.40
Eagle Crest Homes at 2445 Spruce Hill for a new residence $470.40
Eagle Crest Homes at 567 Davis Street for a modular $195.00
Pete Norlander at 2445 Spruce Hill for a pole barn $178.00

INSPECTIONS

6-8-10 Steve Dekett at 610 Judy Trail for a final
6-15-10 Scott Moreno at 4231 Mockingbird for a final
6-28-10 Pete Gietzen at 1624 Lake for a final
6-28-10 Lake George Congregational Church at 515 Arthur for a final
6-28-10 Robert Taylor of 3290 Cedar for a final
6-28-10 Michael Benka at 2011 Bungo Trail for a final
6-28-10 Larry Burns at 5257 Maple for a final
6-28-10 Ryan Racine at 5156 Beechwood for a final
6-30-10 Eagle Crest Holmes at 2445 Spruce Hill for a footing


